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Indentured Serfdom Vs Slavery
There was an increased need for labor in Southern America due to the growth of indigo, rice, and tobacco. Human labor was very necessary for planting, taming, and reaping of these crops. Slaves existed in the colonies of England in the 1600s. However, indentured servants were the best choice for planters before the 1680s. The system motivated both planters and the indentured servants to upsurge the population of workers in Chesapeake colonies. The servants were imported under a willing contract, which contained the agreed period of work, while the planters provided fare to travel across the Atlantic (Indentured Servants, 2008). The servants were provided with accommodations as they work in the plantation fields. When the contract period is over, the master was to give the servant freedom due and bonus for termination of work. The bonus included money, gun, food, clothing, and land. Only 40% of the indentured servants were able to complete their contracts. Women servants faced a lot of harassment from their bosses. If these women servants became pregnant, the contract was terminated. In the early 1600, the servants were allowed to have their land, but later the lands were claimed back by planters who had big lands. 
Slavery in Chesapeake started in 1619 when a vessel of the Dutch carried 20 Africans who were taken to Jamestown. Slavery expanded from 1700 to 1770, when the population of slaves increased from 13,000 to 250,000 (Daily Press, 2013). Some of the indentured servants who were taken to Chesapeake were sold as slaves. The slaves were also used as laborers in the plantation fields, especially in tobacco farms. They were used to plant, harvest, cure, and bundle tobacco. Slaves, in contrast with indentured servants, were sold via the slave trade, which took place through the Atlantic. Most of them were from Africa, and they were captured from other countries and sold as a form of punishment. Chesapeake diverted from indentured servants to slave labor due to the increased demand for labor and the need for cheap services. Slaves were sold for lifetime free service with no bonus. Later on, the slaves started to be freed and they were allowed to indenture other servants, lease land, buy slaves, and to work for themselves.
The establishment of the slave trade was due to the increased demand for labor as the need for cash crops such as cotton, rice, tobacco, and sugar was high. There was already the presence of slavery and indentured servitude, however, the slaves from Africa were found to have special skills which could be very useful in these plantations (Tobacco on the Chesapeake, n.d). Slavery was the foundation of the economy of the colonialists. Everybody can agree that slavery is not human, and it is wrong. However, the colonialists defended it via different explanations. The colonists also believed that some individuals are naturally slaves, and that is the plan of God. They believed slaves are lesser humans, and their griefs are significant as they don't have privileges. They argue that slaves are not able to maintain their lives, and they prefer being controlled by other people (Kingsley, 2012). Slavery was regarded as a commendable form of punishment for those who are evil. Slavery seems to be a better option compared to death through starvation by the colonialist. Thus, slavery was justified and regarded as a right by the colonialists.
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